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Grace Gaard

Aquatic Ecology Education Specialist

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
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Educator workshops, professional
development, and classroom programming
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Creation of educational resources that can

e used in formal and informal settings}
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Programming like trivia, webinars & Partnerships and community
community science designed for adults focused programs and activities

http://outdoornebraska.gov/learn/educator -resources/



A Disconnect Exists

Can you think of any examples of the disconnect
between people and wetlands?

Nature in general?

Where do you encounter it most? What does it
look like?



A Disconnect Exists

A 97% of Nebraska is privately owned, ranking us
48th In the country for available public land
that people can explore
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than it once was (sports, etc.)

A Screen time has increased

A Nature connectedness declines with age into
the early teens, leveling back off into adulthood

A Schools often struggle to incorporate local
examples into student learning in the classroom
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Image: Wheel of Disconnection.

Out of People and Nature, titled Disconnection from nature: Expanding our understanding

of human-nature relations, by Beery et al., 2023.
Retrieved from https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/pan3.10451.
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FIGURE 1 Wheel of disconnection. The figure illustrates how disconnection from nature takes place through interrelated processes
of individual (Table 1) and societal (Table 2) drivers and dimensions of disconnect. These processes might result in different types of

disconnection, as summarized by terms and concepts in the outer circle.
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Building Bridges

= §
*

0o A
HMI “a e

Wetlands Outreach and Education Project




Wetlands Outreach and Education Project

What is it?

A A compilation of educational resources that offer the opportunity
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Nebraskans and Nebraska wildlife. Conserving them Is important
for everyone and everything living here.

Who was Involved?

A This project was led by the Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission and was funded by a grant from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency. Partners on the project
Included:

Platte Basin Timelapse at the University of NebraskaLincoln
Nebraska Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit
Ducks Unlimited
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Ted LaGrange
Wetlands Program Manager

Brooke Talbott / Platte Basin Timelapse

Project Team

We are photographers and filmmakers, writers and
designers, developers and technicians, scientists
and researchers, educators and students.

We are storytellers.

Mariah Lundgren Ethan Freese
Producer lll & Project Manager @ Producer Il @
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Michael Forsberg
Co-Founder @

Grant Reiner
Producer Il €

Michael Farrell
Co-Founder @

Dakota Altman
Producer | €

NEBRASKA COOPERATIVE
FISH & WILDLIFE
RESEARCH UNIT




GUDE TO B Guide to Nebraska's

NEBRASKA'’S Wetlands
WETLANDS

and their conservation needs

A Defines and describes Nebraska
wetlands and discusses wetland
functions, dynamics, classification,
inventory and conservation efforts.
Fourteen wetland complexes are
covered in depth.

A A listing of wetland plants and
animals is provided as well as
literature references.




AR NI X+l  \Wetlandology: A Kid's
A Kid's Book About Wetlands Book About Wetlands

Fun

pctivites A This magazine gives students a
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wetland types, the creatures that
live In them, and tips about how
you can explore wetlands

A Designed for educators to use with
students In the classroom, after
school and beyond
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A feature film for each wetland type
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Nebraska Wetlands

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
6 videos 89 views Updated 4 days ago
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P Play all >Z Shuffle

Nebraska contains more acres of wetlands
than any surrounding state. These wetlands are
very diverse and dynamic and include marshes,
lakes, river and stream backwaters, oxbows,
wet meadows, fens, forested swamps, and

seeps.

To help you explore the varying roles that

Wetlands of Nebraska - Trailer

Sandhills Wetlands of Nebraska

Saline Wetlands of Nebraska

Playa Wetlands of Nebraska

B Riverine Wetlands of Nebraska

Urban Wetlands of Nebraska

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission = 82 views -

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission * 28 views -

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission = 77 views -

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission * 53 views =

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission * 121 views * 5 days ago

13 days ago

13 days ago

13 days ago

12 days ago

- 13 days ago
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Who Is being engaged
In our message?

Consider the
following regarding
your audience:

What do they need tO A Demographics

A Size

kn OW’? A Setting

. A Expectations
A Motivations
A Knowledge
A Attitudes

Why do they need to
Know It?
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4th graders
21+ adults

65+ adults
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at do each of these audiences have in common?
at makes them different?
at are their motivations?



Original
Wetland
Education
Project

Ted LaGrange works
with partners to create
products that can be
used in classrooms and
statewide to learn
Ake?na
wetlands.

2005
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2019

Wetlands
Outreach and
Education

Project

Ted receives a Wetland

Program Development
Grant from the EPA to

upgrade educational items

from the first project.

Project
Progress

Amidst the uncertainty
of covid, the project
moves forward with
collaborative efforts,

meetings, and time in

the field.

2019-2021
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A New Project
Emerges

The opportunity arose
to apply for the same
Wetland Program
Development Grant

from the 2019 project,
and our application was

successful!
2022 -2023 2024
Project
Completion
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were finalized in late \@)
2022 and shared widely -
in 2023. Videos and —

other efforts were
received well by all.
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2025

Connecting
Nebraskans to
Wetland
Resources and
Experiences

Our newest project

officially began in October

of 2025 and will run

through September 2028.

Recent NGPC Efforts iIn Nebraska Wetland Education

New Project
Progress!

We are working on
exciting plans for the
2026 teacher workshop,
classroom resources,
and many more
experiences in
wetlands!

2026






