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POSTCARD AND LETTER OUTREACH

A MAJOR FOCUS FOR THE RWBJV THROUGHOUT THE LAST
YEAR (2023) WAS ON POSTCARD AND LETTER OUTREAGH.

PROGRAM FOCUS AREAS INCLUDED:

INFLATION REDUCTION ACT

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY INCENTIVES PROGRAM
GREAT PLAINS GRASSLAND INITIATIVE
PRESCRIBED FIRE AND WOODY ENCROACHMENT
PIT FILLS

WETLAND RESERVE ENHANCEMENT PARTNERSHIP

JOI

L)
NT

L
NWATER

VEN

ALISIET



INFLATION REDUCTION ACT ‘ POSTCARD AND LETTER
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EQIP - LOWER LOUP AND MIDDLE REPUBLICAN NRD'S | POSTCARD
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Natural Resources Conservation Service

OPPORTUNITIES G
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COST-SHARE IS AVAILABLE TO HELP IMPROVE
PASTURES AND WILDLIFE HABITAT!




GPGI - LOWER LOUP AND MIDDLE REPUBLICAN NRD'S | POSTCARD
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NEBRASKA LOST 419,328 TONS OF FORAGE DUE
T0 WOODY PLANT ENCROACHMENT IN 20191

MIDDLE REPUBLICAN NRD

GREAT PLAINS




COUNTY FOCUSED GPGI | LETTERS
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NEBRASKA GREAT PLAINS GRASSLAND INITIATIVE o b A

B U 0 N E c U ST E R NRCS is adop m:lganm approach to address this widespread threat through the Mebraska Great Plains

'GI). The initiative is part of the NRCS Warking Lands far Wildlife (WLFW)
framework calling ¢ serve the last remaining icomic grassland regions in the Great Plains 2.

The GPGI initiative makes ranchers in targeted rangelands (see map below) eligible to receive
Environmental Quality Incentives am (EQIP) funding related to addressing woody plant

unity for producers to reduce the v u]ner:ab)]m
Nebraska core grasslands from woody encroachment.

NEBRASKA LOST MORE THAN 419,000 TONS OF RANGE
PRODUCTION TO WOODY ENCROACHMENT IN 2019

Boone County Producer,

‘Woady plant encroachment, specifically Eastern redcedar, is advandng rapidly no y o 3
but across all the Great Plains. Annual seed production far exceeds management

invazive spectes, which in retum jeopardizes the profitability and sustatnability of Ivest,

due to forage production losses. Graslands in the stages of intact (treeless), dispersal (compromised by
incoming seeds), and recruitrment (seedlings) are on the forefrant of this threat. Rangeland management

needs to adapt to a more proactive management strategy for woody encroachment that canfronts
WH E E L E R G R E E L E Y underlying risks and weaknesses before problems arise. Preventing Eastern redcedar from becoming
established not anly protects our grasslands at a landscape level, but management is much more feasible

and cost-effective compared to redamation efforts in the encroachment and woodland transition phases.

LOUP GARFIELD

Below are reports that display rangeland production losses in Boone County over the span of 28 years.
The current trajectory of these valuable grasslands is quicdy declining as rapid expansion continues.

Landowners need to act now to prevent future loss of forage.

Boone County, Nebraska 5

Grd. NE 68462
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PRESCRIBED FIRE AND WOODY ENGRUAGHMENT‘ POSTCARDS
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PIT FILL COST-SHARE ‘ POSTCARDS
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AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION EASEMENT PROGRAM | LETTERS AND EMAIL

2188

LETTERS
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Unitad States Departmant of Agricaiture

== ONRCS

August 17, 2023
Dear Landowner,

There ks currently an open enrollment sign-up period for the Natural Resources Conservation
Service’s (NRCS) Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP). A tentative cutoff is set
for October 1%, 2023. To ensure eligible producers are aware of this opportunity we wanted to
provide you with an overview of the program ahead of the sign-up deadline.

ACEP provides a variety of options for flood-prone cropland or wetland acres. The Wetland
Reserve Easement (WRE) option compensates landowners at up to 95% of appraised land value
for acres enrolled in ACEP -~ WRE. The wetland and associated upland buffer are restored to
benefit wildlife, recharge the aquifer, and reduce runcff to minimize flood damage.

Anather option is the Wetland Reserve Enhancement Partnership (WREP) easement option.
This option allows landowners to retain the ability to pass a pivot over enrolled acres. This
ensures enrolled acres do not negatively impact irrigation of the adjacent cropland acres, Like
with the WRE option the landowner is compensated for enrolled acres and restoration costs.

With WREP options the Rainwater Basin Joint Venture partnership can provide 85% cost-share
for infrastructure, such as fencing, livestock watering systems, pivat crossings in the fence, and
pivot modifications to facilitate crossing the wetland (e.g., flotation tires) and improve imrigation
efficiency (e.g Variable Rate |rrigation components).

Wisit your local NRCS field office or scan the QR code below for more information, i you have
any questions or would like to set up a no obligation site review, please contact Kaycee
Zuschiag to schedule a site visit or discuss the program.

Thank you far your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Kaycee Zuschlag

Area Easement Specialist

308-392-3526

Helping Peape Help the Lond
UUSDA i an equs epperiusity provider, emplyer, and lender.

Wetland Resarve Enhancement Partnership (WREP) Example
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POSTCARD AND EMAIL OUTREACH TOTALS

69,648 9,663 22,690
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POSTCARDS LETTERS EMAILS




ﬂ'\'b_‘j ointventure Edit profile View archive O

107 posts 195 followers 20 following

Rainwater Basin Joint Venture
The Rainwater Basin Joint Venture is one of nearly two dozen Joint
Ventures dedicated to habitat conservation across North Amenca.

® REELS

WE . : :

Weetland Rressrve Enhaccement Partnaniip |
Landermes Testimonial

> 132 P 198

Wietlansd Commrvation Landownes Future Losses OF Plays Wetiandy |
Testimonial - Gayle Marsh onnectivity Of The Raiswater Basin

n Wietlaend Restoration | Tree Remaoval Time-
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OUTREACH MATERIALS
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e Essential Plant ID

To support our agricultural communities while providing habitat conservation for millions

of migratory waterfowl, shorebirds, and other wildlife through cooperation and sound for Rainwater Bas | n Wet]and La ndowners

science. We work with landowners, conservation agencies, researchers, agriculture
associations, and others, in pursuit of our shared vision. Together we demonstrate that
wildlife and agriculture can not only co-exist, but thrive together.

950,000 | 54 yEARS

grasslands positively bringing private and public
impacted by RWEJV partners together to leverage
partners on public and Tesources

prvate lands in

$81 MILLION

1 o 1 aged funds to U5, Fish and
in on-the-ground habitat conservation = B Wildlife Service base funding s
leveraged by partners since 2006
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ENTREPRENEURIAL NON-REGULATORY PROVEN MODEL: ow PROFITABLE
APPROACH: Owbusiness  SOLUTIONS: We support  strategic, parinership-driven OPERATIONS: Seamless
etructure, Management Board voluntary, strategic, and highly ~ 3pproach and demonsirated adoption of conzsenation
composition, and diverse organized conservation fo track record of success serves  solutions into working farm and
financial portiolio embodies owr prevent the need for regulatory 3% @ conservation model for ranch operations to help provide
entrepreneurial approach to actions. the fufure. wildiife habitat, increased
congervation. profitabdity, and improved water
quality and quantity.

I wwwiacebockcom/EWEV 3 vvwyoutibe com/@REWBTV JOINT

gﬁ] ‘wwwinstagram.com,rwh_jointventure) wwrwrwhivorg

rmation@rwbjvarg

AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE
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VALENTINE WILDLIFE REFUGE TIMELAPSE CAMERAS

2 TIMELAPSE CAMERAS DOCUMENTING
THE REMOVAL OF EASTERN RED CEDAR
ON VALENTINE WILDLIFE REFUGE




RAINWATER BASIN LANDOWNER TESTIMONIALS

GAYLE MARSH - HAMILTON COUNTY ok

HANK MCGOWAN - FILLMORE COUNTY LANDIENIER TESTIMONIAL

JERRY STEVENS - FILLMORE COUNTY
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