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Getting to the right questions
• What qualifies as pheasant habitat?

• How much habitat is needed to meet 
conservation goals? Where? In what 
configuration?

• How important is each habitat patch to the 
landscape pheasant population?

• How does landuse change affect pheasants?













Composition: What or how much of 
something there is (e.g., wetland or 
grassland habitat)
• Presence/absence

• Abundance

Configuration: Spatial arrangement 
of something (e.g., wetland or 
grassland)
• Connectivity

• Density

NE Game and Parks; Zurlini et al. (2014)

Spatial pattern: two components



Zurlini et al. (2014)



Landscape mosaics

Turner & Gardner (2015)

Fuhlendorf et al. (2008)
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Next steps
• Finalization of 

Digital Decision 
Support Tool

• Validation of 
predictions

• Refinement of 
questions and 
products
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