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Current

-----------------------------

40,000 acres 

1% of the landscape

Historic

---------------------------

204,000 acres 

5% of the landscape



Rainwater Basin Playa 
Modifications
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Why are Rainwater Basin playas important?
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Å 257 bird species

Å Shorebirds - 500,000

ÅWaterbirds - Whooping Cranes

ÅWaterfowl 

Å 25 species

Å 7-9 million ducks

Å 2-3 million geese



Habitat selection by waterfowl during spring migration in the Rainwater Basin region of Nebraska

If NAWMP population goals are met, 
at least 8.6 million waterfowl pass 

through the RWB during spring 
migration.

How much habitat is needed to 
support them?

ǒ Estimated need = 62,500 acres
ǒ Actual availability = 2,000 ► 

22,000 acres
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ūǟ Ʌɣɴ˿ Ȟɴ˿ ɝ˞ǁȞ ȞƒƷȩˉƒˉ ȩʻ ɣǟǟǌǟǌ║ ʻɴ
how do we prioritize?

The current JV model primarily 
considers wetland 
characteristics

The goal of this project is to 
increase the impact of 
conservation by identifying 
wetland characteristics that 
are related to occupancy and 
abundance of ducks
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Methods
ǒ 330-340 wetland 

footprints surveyed 
each year

ǒ Over 10,6000 road-
based surveys 
completed

ǒ Sunrise to sunset
ǒ Mid-February to 

mid- April

Total Sample = 

827 footprints
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