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Migratory Bird SAFE 

Presentation Overview 
• What Is a Playa? 

• SAFE Overview 
o Background 
o Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Requirements 
o Reverse Auction 
 

• Playa Restoration 
 

• Project Examples 
 
• Other Partner Programs 

o Rainwater Basin Joint Venture 
o U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
o Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
o Ducks Unlimited 
o Pheasants Forever 
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What Is a Playa? 
Services 

• Wildlife 
• Recreation 
• Groundwater Recharge/Nutrient Cycling 
• Forage Production  
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Migratory Bird SAFE 

Background 

• 2014 – Multi-State SAFE proposed by: 

o Playa Lakes Joint Venture 

o Rainwater Basin Joint Venture 

• January 2017 - Authorized FSA National Office 

• Notice CRP-818 

o Kansas – 10,000 acres 

o Nebraska – 10,000 acres 

• February 17, 2017 – Notice CRP-825, Migratory 

Bird SAFE Project Approval 
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Migratory Bird SAFE 

Practice Development Drivers 

• Economic opportunity  

• Food & habitat opportunity for wildlife 

• Recharge Ogallala Aquifer 

• Increase pollinators in buffers 

• Focus – Playa Complexes 
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Migratory Bird SAFE 

Signup Process 

• Sign-up anytime 

• Continuous - CCRP 

• Batch Process – similar to CRP Grasslands 

• Next batching date - to be determined 
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Migratory Bird SAFE 

Signup Process  

• Once approved, site visits by NRCS  

• Offers not approved will be held for next batch 

• Unsuccessful offers can be modified and 

resubmitted to improve competitiveness in 

next batch 
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Migratory Bird SAFE 

Eligible in parts of the following 42 counties: 

16 

Adams Banner Blaine Buffalo 

Butler Chase Cheyenne Clay 

Custer Dawson Deuel Dundy 

Fillmore Franklin Frontier Furnas 

Garden Gosper Hall Hamilton 

Harlan Hayes Hitchcock Jefferson 

Kearney Keith Kimball Lancaster 

Lincoln Logan Loup Morrill 

Nuckolls Perkins Phelps Polk 

Saline Seward Thayer  Valley 

Webster York 
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Migratory Bird SAFE 

Program Details  

• IMPORTANT:  To be eligible, playa 

hydrology must be restored to the full 

extent possible as determined by NRCS 

• Remove sedimentation 

• Fill concentrated pits 

• Remove fill within hydric soil imprint 

• 90% cost-share available (50% cost-share 

and 40% Practice Incentive Payment) 
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Migratory Bird SAFE 

Program Details 

• Eligible Land: 

o Cropland meeting 2-CRP par. 151 – Land 

must be planted 4 out of 6 years from 2008 

through 2013 

o Located “ENTIRELY” in project area 

o Located outside 100-year floodplain 

o Is a playa lake 

• Marginal pastureland is not eligible 
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Migratory Bird SAFE 

 
Program Details 

• Contract Duration & Effective Date: 
o 10 to 15 year contracts 

o For Signup 50 all offers will have an effective date 
of 10/01/2017 

• Signup 51 started on October 1, 2017 for very 
few CRP initiatives. 

• Migratory Bird SAFE signup resumed on 
December 4, 2017. 

20 



Migratory Bird SAFE 

Program Details  

• Eligible size: 

o Maximum enrollment per offer (tract) is 160 

acres 

o Minimum offer is 2 acres for entire offer 

o No wetland determination required or 

needed 
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Migratory Bird SAFE 

Program Details  

• Amount of adjacent upland acreage (buffer) to 
be enrolled shall be determined by the 
landowner and NRCS 

• Amount of adjacent upland acres: 

o Limited to acres required to provide a 
protective buffer to the cropped wetland 

o Minimum average buffer is 120 feet 

o May be less than 4 to 1 ratio 

o Shall not exceed 4 to 1 ratio 
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Migratory Bird SAFE 

Program Details 

• Incentives: 

o Practice Incentive Payments (PIP) authorized on 

new land 

o Signing Incentive Payment (SIP) is NOT included in 

this SAFE. Landowners determine annual 

compensation. 
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Migratory Bird SAFE 

Program Details 

• Reverse Auction: (New Concept) 

o Annual rental amount determined by 

landowner  

o Limited to $300 per acre 

o Offers compete for enrollment based on 

desired annual rental payment 

o Competitive ranking based on offer bid 

amounts  
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Migratory Bird SAFE 

Program Details 

• Reverse Auction: (Continued) 

o Landowner has control to offer based upon 

their determined value 

o Offers compete based on lowest rental rate 

offers received 

o Lowest rates will receive highest ranking 
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Migratory Bird SAFE 

Program Details  

• Reverse Auction Selection Process 

o Selection is competitive 

o Lower bids than other offers in area given 

more weight 

o Lower bids more likely to be accepted 

o Kansas & Nebraska compete separately 

o Limited to 10,000 acres per State 
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Migratory Bird SAFE 

Program Details 

• Reverse Auction Selection Process 

(Continued) 

o To ensure offer competitiveness 

o No more than 75% of offers submitted in 

each State will be accepted in any batching 

period 

o FSA will accumulate offers at end of 

batching period to rank 
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Migratory Bird SAFE 

Program First Ranking Results 

• First Ranking Deadline – March 31, 2017 

• Deputy Administrator Offer Selection Criteria: 

o $200 per acres or less 

o Offered amount/dryland soil rental rate ratio was 

5 or less 

• Nebraska had 18 offers for 947 acres, and seven of 

those offers for 196.46 acres were accepted 
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Migratory Bird SAFE 

Program Details 

29 

• Deadline for next ranking period is unknown at 

present 

• FSA can accept signup at any time 

• Future selection criteria unknown at present 



Migratory Bird SAFE 

Program Outreach 

• Nebraska Landowner Informational 

meetings – 7 meetings in Nebraska – 

August 2017 

• FSA/RWBJV/PF Mailings 

• FSA Newsletters 

• RWBJV Informational Meeting - Today 

FSA 2014 Farm Bill Training Program Name Here 30 



Migratory Bird SAFE 

Playa Restoration 
• Survey 

• Planning  

• Equipment 
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Playa Restoration (Continued) 
• Survey 

• Planning  

• Equipment 
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Migratory Bird SAFE 

Project Examples 
• Maximum Enrollment  

• Minimum Buffer  

• Square Fields 

• Eligible Acres 
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Maximum Enrollment 
 



Migratory Bird SAFE 

Minimum Buffer 



Migratory Bird SAFE 

Additional Partner Programs 
• Ducks Unlimited 

• Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 

• Pheasants Forever 

• Rainwater Basin Joint Venture 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

• NRCS Wetland Programs 



Ducks Unlimited is the world's leader in 
wetlands and 

waterfowl conservation. 
 

 

Mission: Habitat Conservation 
 

Vision: Filling the skies with 

waterfowl today, tomorrow and 

Forever 

 
John C. Denton 

Nebraska Manager of Conservation Programs 

2121 N. Webb Road, Suite 309 

Grand Island, NE 68803 

(308) 258-4682 – jdenton@ducks.org 
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Migratory Bird SAFE 

Pit Fills Grazing Infrastructure 

Pumps and Pipelines Enhancement & Maintenance 
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Migratory Bird SAFE 

Working Lands – Grazing 
• Add-on to any other program 

• Grazing infrastructure 
• 85% cost-share for grazing infrastructure 

• Fence, livestock well, and/or livestock tanks 

• Minimum site size = ~40 acres 

 



Migratory Bird SAFE 

Working Lands – Pivots 
• Pivot modifications 

• 85% cost-share for pivot modifications 
• Tire modifications  

• Move pivot point 

• Corner systems 

• Minimum site size = ~40 acres 

 



Migratory Bird SAFE 

Portable Corral System 
• Available to anyone in a program 

• Managed through Little Blue NRD 

• No cost lease 
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Migratory Bird SAFE 

USFWS PFW 
• Work cooperatively with both landowners and 

other partners throughout Nebraska to restore 

and maintain habitat for Federal Trust species  

• Conserve biological diversity through the careful 

selection, design and implementation of 

restoration projects 

• Provide technical and financial assistance to 

landowners and our partners involved in the 

implementation of key conservation programs 


