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Å The RWB is a 6,150 square mile wetland 
complex in south-central Nebraska 

Å Contains expansive rolling loess plains 
formed by deep deposits of windblown silt 
with a high density of clay-pan playa 
wetlands

Å Annually filled by overland runoff from 
intense summer storms and melting winter 
snowfall

Introduction to the RWB Landscape



Å Historically contained ~11,000 individual playa 
wetlands totaling ~204,000 acres

Å Today, over 82% of the major wetlands have 
been converted to agriculture

Å Playa wetlands comprise ~1% of the total 
Rainwater Basin landscape

Å RWB wetlands were given a Priority 1 ranking, 
the most imperiled status, in theNebraska 
Wetlands Priority Plan

Introduction to the RWB Landscape

http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1040&context=nebgamestaff


Å Almost 99% of the lands within the RWB are 
under private ownership

Å Land use dominated by row-crop agriculture

Å Grasslands make up ~20% of the region, 
remainder being savannas, woodlands and 
forest communities

Introduction to the RWB Landscape



ÅWRP ς1990 Farm Bill
Å Preserving wetlands is not enough ς

need to manage WRP/WREP 
easements

Å Landowner enters a 10-year agreement 
that allows partners to work with the 
landowner to manage the wetland

Å Conservation partners provide 85% cost-
share for grazing infrastructure 

Å Eligibility Restrictions:
Åaǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ җол ŀŎǊŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ 

conservation program

Working Lands Initiative


