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Property Background 
Å80 ac 

ÅPurchased in 2005 

ÅPreviously cropped 

ÅPlanned to plant grass in wetland 
for grazing & crop upland 



Property Background (cont.) 
Soils Wetland 



Property Background (cont.) 

2010      2012         2014 



Easement Enrollment 

ÅLand payments difficult because so much 
flooding 

ÅTalked with Tim Smith at Husker Harvest Days 

ÅLearned about conservation easements 

ïEasement payment 

ï100% restoration cost paid for 

ï85% grazing infrastructure paid for 



Easement Enrollment (cont.) 

ÅU.S. Fish and Wildlife Service easement 
ïFewer restrictions than other easements 

ïNo building, draining wetland, or cropping 

ïGrazing allowed 

ïEasement payment = value without easement – value 
with easement 

ïHeld by Fish and Wildlife Service Wetland 
Management District 

ÅEnrolled 72 ac 
ï8 ac not enrolled 



Restoration 

ÅWetland restoration 

ïRemove trees 

ïFill pits and ditch 

ÅUpland & wetland 
seeding 

ÅConservation partners 
paid 100% 

Elevation 



Restoration (cont.) 



Restoration (cont.) 



Restoration (cont.) 
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Grazing Infrastructure 

ÅPerimeter fence 

ÅLivestock well and tank 

ÅConservation partners 
paid 85% 

ÅI paid 15% 

ïInstalled fence 

ïNo out-of-pocket cost 



Future Plans 

ÅGraze 

ÅManagement 

ïPrescribed burning 

ïTree control 

 

Photo by Gene Mack, USFWS 



Benefits 

ÅEasement payment 

ÅGrazing income 

ÅDecreased chemical and 
fertilizer inputs 

ÅWildlife habitat 

ÅHunting opportunities 

 



Project Partners 



Thank you 
Any questions? 


