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A 'dead zone' about the size of New
Jersey lurks in the Gulf of Mexico

A dead zone occurs at the bottom of a body of water when there isn't enough
oxygen in the water to support marine life.
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S

For decades, an oxygen-depleted "dead zone" that is harmful to sea life has
appeared in the Gulf of Mexico in a region off Louisiana and Texas. This year, it's
larger than average, federal scientists announced in a report out Thursday.

The 2024 zone is about 6,705 square miles, which is an area roughly the size of
New Jersey.

That makes this year's dead zone among the top third of largest dead zones in
records that go back 38 years, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) said. The average size of the dead zone is 4,298 square
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Central lowa Water Works issues
first-time lawn-watering ban as
nitrate crisis intensifies

Donnelle Eller
Des Moines Register

June 12, 2025 | Updated June 13, 2025, 3:51 p.m. CT

For the first time on record, the Des Moines region's water authority has
banned its 600,000 commercial and residential customers from watering
their lawns, effective immediately, as high levels of nitrate pollutants in
the Raccoon and Des Moines rivers threaten to outstrip its treatment

capabilities.



Des Moines Register

HEALTH

These 20 lowa beaches are unsafe for
swimming, lowa DNR, local water
monitoring shows

Victoria Reyna-Rodriguez
i Des Moines Register

Updated Aug. 15, 2025, 11:18 a.m. CT

As summer nears its end, beaches are still being added to the not
recommended for swimming list, according to the latest lowa Department
of Natural Resources beach monitoring report released Friday, Aug. 15.

Eighteen beaches monitored by the state and two Des Moines-area

beaches tested high for E. coli or toxic algae.
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